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1 Getting started 

[1] Turn on your iPad. 

 

 

[3] You will then see the opening ‘Splash’ screen, which contains pictures of the eight people 

whose recordings feature in Cool Speech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[7] These red and green buttons link to different areas of work: the top four are intensive 

listening exercises; the bottom two are pronunciation exercises.  

  

[2] Double click the 

Cool Speech icon 

 

[4] Tap anywhere on 

this screen to bring up 

the main menu 

[5] This is the main menu. 

[6] At any time, you 

can tap the icon at the 

top of the screen to get 

instructions for each 

screen 
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2 Teaching Hotspots – listening comprehension and intensive listening 

 

[1] You are going to do a very short listening comprehension exercise, involving Emily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

[2] Information about Emily can 

be found by tapping ‘About’ and 

this screen will tell you about 

her. After reading this, go back 

to the main menu. 

[3] On the main menu, tap on 

the ‘Hotspots’ button  

[4] Then tap Emily’s picture  
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[6] In this listening exercise: 

 

 the recording is very short, under twenty seconds 

 the question is easy 

 finding the answer is easy 

 the really useful work will begin on the next screen ‘Explore’  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

[9] Tap the ‘Explore’ button.  

[10] Play lines by tapping the green triangles which play the whole line, tap the red text once 

to hear words as originally spoken.  

 

 

 

[7] Read this information. 

Check that you understand this 

information, and the question. 

(This is the entrance to the 

‘Explore’ screen, but don’t go 

there yet!) 

Tap the green triangle to hear the whole line 

Tap the red text once to hear the 

words as originally spoken. Tap the 

red text twice to hear the words 

spoken slowly and clearly. 

[8] Play the recording twice and select your answer 

by tapping on the bars in the centre of the screen. 
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[11] If you have had difficulty catching the words, play the slow careful versions by tapping 

twice on each line. 

 

[12] Notice that: 

 in line 5, ‘don’t have any’ sounds like ‘n na venny’. 

 in line 5 ‘technology teachers’ is non-prominent and very creaky 

 in line 10 the last vowel of ‘any’ and the first vowel of ‘equipment’ become one sound. It 
sounds like ‘any quipment’. 

 the words in capital (upper case) letters are prominent – the speaker speaks them louder, and 
more clearly than the other words. The words in lower case letters are non-prominent, they 
are less loud, less clear, and (often) faster than prominent syllables. 

 

[13] There are two more Questions and Explore screens from Emily, and three pairs of 

Question/Explore screens for another seven people, as they can see from both the Hotspots 

main menu, and the scrolling side menu. There are twenty-four such exercises in total. 

 

Hotspots main menu Hotspots scrolling menu 

  

 

[14] Go to the website, download and print out a Record of Work. Put your name on the top 

right hand corner, and then tick and date, the cell in the table relating to Emily Question 1 

and Explore 1. 
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3 Speed 

[1] From the main menu, below, select ‘Speed’, then select Emily from the Speed menu 

Main menu Speed menu 

  

 

[2] You will see this screen: 

 

 
 

[4] You have to decide which of the speech units A-E in the bottom half of the page are: 

 slower than the target speed 

 the same as the target speed 

 faster than the target speed 

[5] Play the ‘A’ speech unit, and move the slider to the right position: Slower, Target, Faster. 

[6] Do the same for speech units B-E.  

[7] Then click the check button at the bottom of the screen. And the correct answers will be 

displayed.  

If you don’t know what ‘speech units’ are, then tap ‘Help’ at the bottom of the screen and 

then ‘Speech units’ from the right-hand menu, and you will see the screen below. 

[3] Play this speech unit ‘T’ several 

times to give to yourself a feel of 

speech going at 200 words per 

minute. Repeat it at the same time 

and speed This is the target speed. 
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[10] Go to your Record of Work, and tick and date  the Speed column in Table 2. 
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4 Rhythm 

From the main menu select ‘Rhythm’ and then select Emily from the Rhythm menu. 

Main menu Rhythm menu 

  

 

The purpose of the Rhythm exercises (there are eight) is to give you a feel for the rhythms of 

spontaneous speech – putting you in touch with real speech. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[3] Do the same for the other speech units, then click the check button. Correct answers will 

show as green, and incorrect answers will show as red. 

 

[4] On your  Record of Work, tick and date, the Rhythm column in Table 2. 
 

 
 

  

[1] Play the speech units at the top 

of the screen, and repeat them. The 

words are in three different rhythms: 

single, double, and triple 

prominence units. Make sure that 

you can say these words in the 

different rhythms. 

[2] Play the first line several times, and tap the syllables that you think are prominent, 

and tap the relevant syllable(s), which will turn blue. 
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5 Dictations 

The purpose of this exercise is to give you a test of your ability to hear fast speech which 

contain common, familiar words.  

[1] From the main menu select ‘Dictations’ and then select ‘Emily 

Main menu Dictations menu 

  

 

 

[4] Play each line three times, and type what you hear in each gap. 

[5] Then make the keyboard disappear, by tapping the button in the bottom right corner. 

[6] Then click ‘Check’ – correct answers are shown in green, and wrong answers shown in 

red, but with the correct word inserted. 

[7] On your Record of Work, tick and date the Dictations column in Table 2. 
 

  

[2] You will see five speech units, 

with gaps. The task is to listen to 

each line, and write in the words 

that you hear. 

[3] Tap any gap, and the keyboard 

will appear. 
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6 Pronunciation 

The purpose of the pronunciation component of Cool Speech is to give you practice using 

real speech as a model. There are a total of 48 screens for you to work with: 24 using a 

female voice as a model, and 24 using a male voice as a model. 

[1] Tap on the main menu, then on ‘Vowels’, then tap on the first image of Emily. 

 

Main menu Vowels menu 

  

 

[2] You see the screen below which has six sounds of British English, in symbols, words, 

and speech units.  

 

 

[3] Going from left to right, tap the symbol, the word, and the triangle, repeating what you 

hear. 

 

 

 

[4] Then tap the red button, and you will see a ‘Recording’ screen appear, as below. Say the 

words ‘it’s not the same thing’, then tap the screen. 
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[5] You will then see that the right hand green triangle will have changed to a different shade 

of green, indicating that a recording has been made. Compare your recording with  the 

original, by tapping the two triangles in succession. 

 

[6] Now go to the top of the screen and tap ‘Careful’ – the middle button, and repeat stages 

3, 4, and 5. 

 

 

 

[7] Then tap ‘Fluent’ at the top of the screen and repeat stages, 3, 4, and 5. 

[8] The recordings can be deleted, by tapping ‘Settings’ at the bottom of the screen, and then 

clicking ‘Delete’. 

[9] On your Record of Work tick and date the last three columns of Table 3. 
 

 

 


