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Jungle Listening – Decoding activities – Vocal gymnastics 
Richard Cauldwell richardcauldwell@me.com 

 

   

‘The book’ ‘The next book’  Jungle Listening 
 

Decoding = learning about, and learning to handle, the relationship between sound substance and words 

1.0 The botanic walk 

Greenhouse Garden Jungle 

I, NEver, DID, IT, IN, COLLege I NEver did i̮t i̮n COLLege i NEver di i̮ i̮n COLLege 

2.0 The word crusher 
 5 4 3 2 1 

01 ba BAM ba ba ba ba BAM ba ba baa 
02 [crush] BANG! [crush] BANG! [relax] 
03 so ALL the way to the STA tion in fact 

3.0 The word crusher and new vocab 
 5 4 3 2 1 

01 [crush] BANG! [crush] BANG! [relax] 
02 the SWAN sea festival of  MUS ic and the arts 

• fes.tiv.al – fess.i.val – hiss effect/t-drop 
• fess.i.val – fess.val – hiss effect/syll-drop 
• fess.val – fess.voo – vow-ell 
• and |v| – from of – is blurred to |f| and added to fess.voo to give fess.voof 

4.0 Accelerator 
Speaking Speeds in Syllables per Second. 

 SLOW AVERAGE FAST VERY FAST 
Syllables per second (sps) 2.0 4.0 5.3 6.5–10.0+ 

 
01 || and then they FInally bought a BIG house || 2.0, 4.0, 5.3, 6.5, 8.0, 10.0  

5.0 Geoff’s speed manual 
01 (slow)   || THIS IS || 1.6 

[pause 1.0] 
02 (fast)  || a MANual || 5.3 

[pause 0.5] 
03 (slow)   || FOR BOTH|| 1.8 
04 (slow)   || READing || 3.8 
05 (average)  || and WRITing || 4.0 
06 (fast)   || efFECtively || 7.1 
07 (very fast)  || it’s a MANual || 9.4 
08 (very fast)  || well well it’s MORE of a manual for WRIting in fact || 8.3 
09 (very fast)  || even though it is for READing || 8.0 
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6.0 PronPack on the corner of 
01 ||  IT’S ON THE CORner OF … ||  OP PO SITE ||  
02 ||  it’s ON the CORner OF … ||  OPPosite ||  
03 ||  it’s ON the CORner of … ||  OPPosite ||  
04 ||  ‘sonna CORner of … ||  oppsit ||  
05 ||  ‘sonna CORnuff … ||  offsit ||  

(pole street bowl street) 

7.0 PronPack sizzle 
01 || this is a picture of a BLACK bird ||  
02 || sizza pitcher ovuh BLACK BIRD ||  
02 || did you see the BUTCHer’s shop ||   
04 || dijewsee/diyousee a BUTCHer’s SHOP ||  
05 || my sister went out with a LONG jumper ||  
06 || ma sissuh wenow wiffa LONG JUMPer || 

8.0 Limerick word-cluster, drafting, accommodating you knows 

I mean you know yeah like wow! 
Um wow yeah I mean yeah you know 

That was sort of like tough 
And kind of like rough 

I mean um you know yeah like wow! 

There was a young dentist called Tim 
Who cleaned people’s teeth in the gym. 

On the running machine 
He brushed their teeth clean 

Now Tim’s very slim in the gym. 

like There um was a young dentist called like Tim 
I mean Who cleaned people’s you know teeth in the gym. 

you know On the running kind of machine  
He sort of brushed their teeth clean 

Now yeah like Tim’s very slim in the gym. 

There was this man called Dan 
Whose singing did not go to plan 

His voice just went aaahh 
So he went to the bar 

‘Poor you!’ said his best friend Diane 

There was this man called Dan 
Whose singing did not go to plan 

His voice just went aaahh 
So he went to the bar 

‘Poor you!’ said his best friend Diane 

9.0 Reading cy foo 
In Pakistan, heavy rain has delayed relief efforts as the army tries to get  
emergency food and medical supplies to the victims of last week’s floods, which 
destroyed towns and villages in the north of the country. (Redston & Cunningham 
2012: 165) 

10.0 Irish tea 
01 || the LETter came YESterday || [tap] [Irish t] [glottal stop] [t-drop] 
 
01 || it’s BETter if you WAIT over THERE || 
02 || just TAKE a SEAT ||  
02 || she’s GETting it for you NOW||  
03 || and i’ll SEE you in a little WHILE || 

11.0 Hiss effect 

 Folk spellings Symbols  Sentences  

A isassis |ɪzasɪs| 1 He says it’s going to be great  

B scum be |skəmbi| 2 It’s in the kitchen  

C sinner |sɪnə| 3 I think it’s just awful  

D speesuh |spiːsə| 4 Look and see that he’s gone  

E issshuss |ɪssʃʌs| 5 They used to have a nice house  

F you suffer |juːsʌfə| 6 He was the first to go  

G cease |siːs| 7 She said it’s a piece of cake  

H uhfurssuh |əfɜːsə| 8 The problem is that it’s very fast A 
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12.0 Polarisk 
01 || unLIKE the REST of them ||  
02 || he wasn’t KNOWN to the seCURity services || 
03 || what he did was ACTually ilLEGal || 

13.0 Dice it up 
Horror story 
 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
A i don’t know where we are 
B i think we might be lost 
C do you know where we are 
D i am feeling a bit scared 
E let’s not go down there please 
F it looks so damp and dark 
G please let’s get out of here 

 

14.0 Ashyaff 
… we have radios so we can get help when we are in trouble. And now some wardens 
ashyaff video cameras ass par off air uniforms. Sofa knee one guess aggressive, it’s 
on camera. Strangely summer fur most aggressive people are parents wennair 
collecting air chillin fum school. 

15.0 Rubrics 
Extract 23.1 
01 || CLOSE YOUR BOOK || 
02 || AND exPLAIN BRIEFly TO YOUR PARTner || 
03 || WHAT YOU LEARNT FROM THE ARTicle || 
Extract 23.4 
01 || close your BOOK ||  
02 || and exPLAIN briefly to your PARTner ||  
03 || what you LEARNT from the article || 
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In Pakistan, heavy rain has delayed relief efforts as the army tries to get  
emergency food and medical supplies to the victims of last week’s floods, which 
destroyed towns and villages in the north of the country. (Redston & Cunningham 
2012: 165) 

 
01 || and LIKE the REST of them || 
02 || he was KNOWN to the seCURity services || 
03 || what he did was ACTually LEGal || 


